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1 Introduction

1.1 Objectives of this TTA

Figure 1.1



Figure 1.1: 

1.2 Methodology



Junctions9 



2 The Proposed Development  
2.1 Development Site Location

Figure 2.1

Figure 2.1: 

2.2 Existing Premises and Land use



Figure 2.2

2.3 Description of the Proposed Development

Figure 2.3



Figure 2.3: 
  

Figure 2.4:



2.4 Accessibility, Parking and Pedestrian/Cyclist Connectivity

MOV POL 17 ‘To
identify and seek to implement a strategic, coherent and high-quality cycle and walking network 
across the County that is integrated with public transport and interconnected with cultural, 
recreational, retail, educational and employment destinations and attractions.’ 

MOV OBJ 28 ‘To
revise road junction layouts, where appropriate, to provide dedicated pedestrian and cycling 
crossings, reduce pedestrian crossing distances, provide more direct pedestrian routes, and 
reduce the speed of turning traffic.’ 



2.4.5  Vehicle Parking

Figure 2.4

‘Accessible car parking 
spaces shall be provided at a minimum rate of 5% of the total number of spaces, for 
developments requiring more than 10 car parking spaces, with the minimum provision being 
one space (unless the nature of the development requires otherwise).’ 

 
2.4.6  Cycle Storage



3 Existing Traffic Conditions
3.1 Existing Road network

section 2.4

Figure 3.1 Figure 3.2.

Figure 3.1, Figure 3.2, Figure 3.3, Figure 3.4 Figure 3.5



Figure 3.1:

Figure 3.2: 



Figure 3.3: 

Figure 3.4: 



Figure 3.5:

3.2 Pedestrian and Cyclist Connectivity 

‘To promote sustainable land use planning 
measures which facilitate transportation efficiency, economic returns on transport investment, 
minimisation of environmental impacts and a general shift towards the greater use of public 
transportation throughout the County.’ 



Figure 3.6: 

3.3 Public Transport Provision

Figure 3.6



Figure 3.7:

‘Support the Local Link Rural Transport 
Programme throughout rural areas of the Region.’ 

3.4 Proposed Transport Infrastructure



 
 

 

 

3.5 Existing Traffic flows

Figure 3.



Figure 3.8: 

Table 3.2
Figure 3.9 Figure 3.10 Figure 3.11 

Table 3.1 – Traffic Flows (PCU)

Peak Time
Junction AM PM



Figure 3.9:



Figure 3.10:



Figure 3.11:

3.7 Traffic Collisions Data in the Vicinity of the Site



4  Trip Generation, Distribution and Impact on the 
Road Network 

Figure 4.1

Figure 4.1:



4.2 Cumulative Impact

Figure 4.2

Figure 4.2: 



Table 4.1

Table 4.1 – Committed Development in the Vicinity of the Facility

Planning 
Reference

Decision 
Type Description

Traffic 
generation
AM PM

Table 4.2 Table 4.3
Table 4.4. 



Table 4.2 – TRICS output for Residential Developments

08:00-09:00 0.140 0.353

17:00-18:00 0.329 0.154

Daily Trips Rates:



Table 4.3 – TRICS Output for the Childcare Facility

08:00-09:00 3.677 2.773

17:00-18:00 2.833 4.219

Daily Trips Rates:

Table 4.4 – Expected Traffic from the Committed Development

Time Range Arrivals Departures Total
08:00-09:00
17:00-18:00



4.3 Future Year Traffic Growth

Table 4.5, Table 4.6 Table 4.7

Table 4.5 – Development Location Information

Table 4.6 – TII Annual Growth Rates (Central Growth) for Co. Meath

Year LGV HGV

Table 4.7 – Growth Factors for Future Design Years for Co. Meath

4.4 Generated Traffic Splits Through Neighbouring Junctions



Figure 4. Figure 4.4

Figure 4.3: 
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Figure 4.4: 
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4.5 Traffic and Transport Assessment Guidelines 

to accompany planning applications for major developments with significant 
potential to generate traffic and or which could create a significant hazard or safety 
performance impact on a major road, particularly national roads

Table 4.9
Table 4.

Table 4.8 – Traffic Impact on Neighbouring Junctions from the development

Junction
2026 Projected 

Traffic
Traffic from 

Development
Increase in 

Traffic
TII Threshold of 

5%
AM 

Peak
PM 

Peak
AM 

Peak
PM 

Peak
AM 

Peak
PM 

Peak
AM 

Peak
PM 

Peak

Table 4.7



Table 4.9 – Traffic Management Guidelines Thresholds for Transport Assessments 
(TII)

No Traffic to and from the development exceeds 5% of the traffic flow on 
the adjoining road where congestion exists, or the location is sensitive

Table 
4.8

Table 4.8



5 Capacity Analysis  
5.1 Introduction

Figure 5.1

Figure 5.1:



5.2 Traffic Impacts of the Proposed Development on the Local Road Network

Section 4.2

5.2.1  Junction 1 – Site Access/R160

Figure 5.2



Figure 5.2: 

Table 5.1

Table 5.1 – PICADY Results for JTC1 Analysis

AM PM

Analysis Stream Queue 
(PCU)

Rate Flow 
Capacity (RFC)

Queue 
(PCU)

Rate Flow 
Capacity (RFC)

1 – 2024, base traffic

2 – 2025, do-nothing

3 – 2025, do-
something

4 – 2026, do-nothing

5 – 2026, do-
something

6 – 2031, do-nothing

7 – 2031 do-
something

8 – 2041, do-nothing

9 – 2041, do-
something



5.2.2  Junction 2 – R160/ R156

Figure 5.3



Figure 5.3: 

Table 5.2



Table 5.2  – PICADY Results for JTC2 Analysis

AM PM

Analysis Arm Queue 
(PCU)

Rate Flow 
Capacity 

(RFC)

Queue 
(PCU)

Rate Flow 
Capacity 

(RFC)

1 – 2024, base traffic

2 – 2025, do-nothing

3 – 2025, do-
something

4 – 2026, do-nothing

5 – 2026, do-
something

6 – 2031, do-nothing

7 – 2031 do-
something

8 – 2041, do-nothing

9 – 2041, do-
something



5.2.3  Junction 3 – R160/ R158/ Summerhill Road Roundabout



Figure 5.4

Figure 5.4: 

Table 5.3



Table 5.3 – ARCADY Results for JTC3 Analysis

AM PM

Analysis Arm Queue 
(PCU)

Rate Flow 
Capacity (RFC)

Queue 
(PCU)

Rate Flow 
Capacity (RFC)

1 – 2024, base traffic

2 – 2025, do-nothing

3 – 2025, do-
something

4 – 2026, do-nothing

5 – 2026, do-
something

6 – 2031, do-nothing

7 – 2031 do-something

8 – 2041, do-nothing

9 – 2041, do-
something





6 Conclusions 
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Appendix B – TRICS Data



Appendix C – Junctions9 Modelling Data
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1. INTRODUCTION

2. ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY

2.1 Paper Survey
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2.2 Field Inspection

2.3 Difficulties Encountered

2.4 Definition of Study Area

3. SITE LOCATION & DESCRIPTION

Figure 1

c.
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Figure 1 Site Location

Plate 1 Aerial View of Site and Environs
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Figure 2 Existing Topographical Layout

Plate 2 General View of Southern Field – from northern corner looking east
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Plate 3 Northern Field – from eastern corner looking northwest

4. LOCAL HISTORY

Túathal Techtmar
Uí Enechglaiss Uí Failge Uí Bairrche

Laigin
Uí Néill Clann Cholmáin

cúige
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Figure 3

‘Abstracts of the conveyances from the trustees of the Forfeited Estates and Interests in Ireland'

Figure 3 ‘Carbarberstown’ as indicated in the Civil Survey Map of 1656-8

Figure 4

Figure 4 Extract from Grand Jury Map (William 
Larkin) of 1812 – Meath Sheet 6

Figure 5
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Figure 5 Extract from Ordnance Survey Map of 1836

Primary Valuation of Ireland 1848-64

Figure 6

Figure 7
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Figure 6 Extract from Ordnance Survey Map of 1909

Figure 7 Extract from Ordnance Survey Map of 1959
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c. 
Plate 4

Plate 4 Aerial View of Residential 
Farmyard – c. 2010

5. ARCHAEOLOGICAL HERITAGE
5.1 Introduction

5.2 Statutory Protections

5.2.1 National Monuments Acts 1930-2014 

“When the owner or occupier (not being the Minister) of a monument or place which has been recorded 
under subsection (1) of this section or any person proposes to carry out, or to cause or permit the 
carrying out of, any work at or in relation to such monument or place, he shall give notice in writing of his 
proposal to carry out the work to the Minister and shall not, except in the case of urgent necessity and 
with the consent of the Minister, commence work for a period of two months after having given the notice.

5.2.2 Historic and Archaeological Heritage and Miscellaneous Provisions Act 2023
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5.2.3 Meath County Development Plan 2021-2027 

HER 
POL 1

HER 
POL 2

HER 
POL 3

HER 
POL 4
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5.3 Archaeological Inventory

5.3.1 Terrestrial/Industrial Archaeology

Figure 8

Figure 8 Extract from RMP – Meath Sheet 36

SITE CH-

c.
Figures 6 & 7

c.

Figure 8 Figure 10

Plate 5 SITE CH-1 (SMR No: ME036-042) from northwest
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Plate 6 Aerial View of SITE CH-1 (SMR No: ME036-042)

5.3.2 Watercourse Related/Underwater Archaeology

5.4 Results from Previous Documented Archaeological Investigations

5.5 Reported Archaeological Artefacts

6. ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE
6.1 Introduction

6.2 Protected Structures
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6.3 National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH)

6.4 Miscellaneous Structures Within Extent of Planning Boundary
SITE CH-2

Figure 5 Figure 9(a) 

Figure 6 Figure 9(b)

Figure 7 Figure 9(c)

(a) 1836 (b) 1909 (c) 1959
Figure 9 SITE CH-2: O.S. Map Depictions

Figure 2 Plate 4 Figure 10

SITE CH-2

Plate 7
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Plate 
8

Plate 9
Plate 10

Plate 10

Plate 7 CH-2: View from east showing roof detail

Plate 8 CH-2: Rear south-western corner Plate 9 CH-2: South Gable with widow detail
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Plate 10 CH-2: Northern Gable – note overgrown rear extension to right

Plate 7
Plate 11

Plate 11 CH-2: Façade View from east (c. 2020; www.google.ie/maps)

Plate 12

Plate 12 Hay Barn



FOSTERSTOWN 110kV/20MW SUBSTATION, Co. MEATH                                                                       CULTURAL HERITAGE APPRAISAL 

Figure 11 Locations of Cultural Heritage Monuments & Structures within defined study area
- Planning Application Boundary outlined in red

7. DESCRIPTION OF DEVELOPMENT

Figure 12

Figure 12
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Figure 12 Proposed Layout Plan

8. IMPACTS OF DEVELOPMENT
8.1 Impact Criteria

Advice Notes for Preparing 
Environmental Impact Statements Guidelines on the Information to be Contained in 
Environmental Impact Assessment Reports
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Value Asset Type

Very High

High

Medium
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Low

Negligible

Unknown

Table 3 Definition of criteria terms relating to the Value of the Cultural Heritage Asset

Significance Description

Imperceptible

Not significant

Slight 

Moderate 

Significant 

Very 
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Significant

Profound

Table 4 Significance of Effects

Table 5 Assessment of Significance of Effects Matrix (after EPA 2017)

8.2 Construction Phase

8.2.1 Local History

Neutral with no significant effect.

8.2.2 Archaeological Heritage: 

Neutral with no
significance
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8.2.3 Architectural Heritage: 

in situ

Neutral and of no 
significance.

8.3 Operational/Post-Construction Phase

Neutral with no 
significant effect.

8.4 Do-Nothing Scenario Impact

9. MITIGATION
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10. RESIDUAL IMPACT

11. CUMULATIVE IMPACT
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LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL ASSESSMENT 

1 INTRODUCTION 

This Landscape and Visual Assessment (LVIA) has been prepared in respect of a planning application for 
a electrical distribution station near Trim, Co. Meath. The LVIA report describes the landscape context of 
the proposed development and assesses the likely landscape and visual impacts of the proposed 
development on the receiving environment. Although closely linked, landscape and visual impacts are 
assessed separately. 
 
Landscape Impact Assessment (LIA) relates to assessing effects of a development on the landscape as a 
resource in its own right and is concerned with how the proposal will affect the elements that make up 
the landscape, the aesthetic and perceptual aspects of the landscape and its distinctive character. 
 
Visual Impact Assessment (VIA) relates to assessing effects of a development on specific views and on 
the general visual amenity experienced by people. This deals with how the surroundings of individuals 
or groups of people may be specifically affected by changes in the content and character of views as a 
result of the change or loss of existing elements of the landscape and/or introduction of new elements. 
Visual impacts may occur from; Visual Obstruction (blocking of a view, be it full, partial or intermittent) 
or; Visual Intrusion (interruption of a view without blocking). 
 
This LVIA uses methodology as prescribed in the following guidance documents: 
 

'Advice Notes on Current Practice (in the preparation of Environmental Impact Statements)', 
EPA, 2003; 
'Guidelines on the Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports', 
EPA, May 2022; 
Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (GLVIA), Third Edition, Landscape 
Institute and Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment (IEMA); 2013; and 
Landscape Institute Technical Guidance Note TGN 06/19 Visual Representation of 
development proposals (Landscape Institute and the Institute of Environmental Management 
and Assessment, 2019). 
 

1.1 STATEMENT OF AUTHORITY 
This LVIA was prepared by Macro Works Ltd. Relevant experience includes landscape and visual 
assessments for a range of industrial, commercial and infrastructural developments. Experience 
extends to the assessment of over 150 wind energy developments, 120 solar energy developments 
and includes numerous Strategic Infrastructure Development (SID) projects. 
 



1.2 DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 
The application site is located in County Meath at lands located approximately 4km southwest of the 
centre of Trim. The development will consist of permission for a Distribution Station on lands to the 
northwest of the R160 regional road. 
 
The development will consist of the construction of a 110 kV Gas Insulated Substation (GIS) building, 
transformers enclosed within a transformer bund wall, lightning monopoles and associated electrical 
equipment surrounded by a palisade fence set within existing field boundaries. It will also include 
removal of one poleset from the existing Corduff – Mullingar 110 kV Overhead line, two new Line 
Interface Masts and a site access track to the R160 regional road. 
 

1.3 ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY 
Production of this Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment involved; 
 

A desktop study to establish an appropriate study area, relevant landscape and visual 
designations in the Meath County Development Plan as well as other sensitive visual 
receptors. This stage culminates in the selection of a set of potential viewpoints from which 
to study the effects of the proposed development; 
Fieldwork to establish the landscape character of the receiving environment and to confirm 
and refine the set of viewpoints to be used for the visual assessment stage; 
Assessment of the significance of the landscape impact of the proposed development as a 
function of landscape sensitivity weighed against the magnitude of the landscape impact; and 
Assessment of the significance of the visual impact of the proposed development as a function 
of visual receptor sensitivity weighed against the magnitude of the visual impact. This aspect 
of the assessment is supported by photomontages prepared in respect of the selected 
viewshed reference points (VRP). 
Incorporation of mitigation measures to reduce potential impacts and estimation of residual 
impacts once mitigation has become established. 

 

1.3.1 Landscape Impact Assessment Criteria 
When assessing the potential impacts on the landscape resulting from a proposed development, the 
following criteria are considered: 
 

Landscape character, value and sensitivity; 

Magnitude of likely impacts; and  

Significance of landscape effects 

 
The sensitivity of the landscape to change is the degree to which a particular landscape receptor 
(Landscape Character Area (LCA) or feature) can accommodate changes or new elements without 



unacceptable detrimental effects to its essential characteristics. Landscape value and sensitivity are 
classified using the following criteria set out in Table 1. 
 
Table 1 Landscape Value and Sensitivity 

Sensitivity Description 
Very High Areas where the landscape character exhibits a very low capacity for change in the form of 

development. Examples of which are high value landscapes, protected at an international or 
national level (World Heritage Site/National Park), where the principal management objectives 
are likely to be protection of the existing character. 
 

High Areas where the landscape character exhibits a low capacity for change in the form of 
development. Examples of which are high value landscapes, protected at a national or regional 
level (Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty), where the principal management objectives are 
likely to be considered conservation of the existing character. 
 

Medium Areas where the landscape character exhibits some capacity and scope for development. 
Examples of which are landscapes, which have a designation of protection at a county level or 
at non-designated local level where there is evidence of local value and use. 
 

Low Areas where the landscape character exhibits a higher capacity for change from development. 
Typically this would include lower value, non-designated landscapes that may also have some 
elements or features of recognisable quality, where landscape management objectives 
include, enhancement, repair and restoration. 
 

Negligible Areas of landscape character that include derelict, mining, industrial land or are part of the 
urban fringe where there would be a reasonable capacity to embrace change or the capacity 
to include the development proposals. Management objectives in such areas could be focused 
on change, creation of landscape improvements and/or restoration to realise a higher 
landscape value. 

 
The magnitude of a predicted landscape impact is a product of the scale, extent or degree of change 
that is likely to be experienced as a result of the proposed development. The magnitude takes into 
account whether there is a direct physical impact resulting from the loss of landscape components 
and/or a change that extends beyond the application site boundary that may have an effect on the 
landscape character of the area. Table 2 refers. 
  



 
 
Table 2 Magnitude of Landscape Impacts 

 
Magnitude 
of Impact 

 

 
Description 

 

Very High Change that would be large in extent and scale with the loss of critically important 
landscape elements and features, that may also involve the introduction of new 
uncharacteristic elements or features that contribute to an overall change of the 
landscape in terms of character, value and quality. 
 

High 
 

Change that would be more limited in extent and scale with the loss of important 
landscape elements and features, that may also involve the introduction of new 
uncharacteristic elements or features that contribute to an overall change of the 
landscape in terms of character, value and quality. 
 

 

Medium 
 

Changes that are modest in extent and scale involving the loss of landscape 
characteristics or elements that may also involve the introduction of new 
uncharacteristic elements or features that would lead to changes in landscape character, 
and quality. 
 

 

Low 
 

Changes affecting small areas of landscape character and quality, together with the loss 
of some less characteristic landscape elements or the addition of new features or 
elements. 
 

 

Negligible 
 

Changes affecting small or very restricted areas of landscape character. This may include 
the limited loss of some elements or the addition of some new features or elements that 
are characteristic of the existing landscape or are hardly perceivable. 

 

 
The significance of a landscape impact is based on a balance between the sensitivity of the landscape 
receptor and the magnitude of the impact. The significance of landscape impacts is arrived at using 
the following matrix set out in Table 3. 
 



Table 3 Impact significance matrix 
 Sensitivity of Receptor 
Scale/Magnitude Very High High Medium Low Negligible 
Very High Profound  Profound-

substantial 
Substantial Moderate Slight 

High Profound-
substantial 

Substantial Substantial-
moderate 

Moderate-
slight 

Slight-
imperceptible 

Medium Substantial Substantial-
moderate 

Moderate Slight Imperceptible 

Low Moderate Moderate-
slight 

Slight Slight-
imperceptible 

Imperceptible 

Negligible Slight Slight-
imperceptible 

Imperceptible Imperceptible Imperceptible 

Note: Judgements deemed ‘substantial’ and above are considered to be ‘significant impacts’ in EIA 
terms.  
 

1.3.2 Visual Impact Assessment Criteria 
 
As with the landscape impact, the visual impact of the proposed development will be assessed as a 
function of sensitivity versus magnitude. In this instance the sensitivity of the visual receptor, weighed 
against the magnitude of the visual effect. 
 

1.3.3 Sensitivity of Visual Receptors 
 
Unlike landscape sensitivity, the sensitivity of visual receptors has an anthropocentric basis. It considers 
factors such as the perceived quality and values associated with the view, the landscape context of the 
viewer, the likely activity they are engaged in and whether this heightens their awareness of the 
surrounding landscape. A list of the factors considered by the assessor in estimating the level of 
sensitivity for a particular visual receptor is outlined below and used in Table 6 below to establish visual 
receptor sensitivity at each VRP: 
 

1. Susceptibility of Receptors - In accordance with the Institute of Environmental Management 

and Assessment (“IEMA”) Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Assessment (3rd edition 

2013) visual receptors most susceptible to changes in views and visual amenity are; 

“Residents at home; 

People, whether residents or visitors, who are engaged in outdoor recreation, 

including use of public rights of way, whose attention or interest is likely to be 

focussed on the landscape and on particular views; 

Visitors to heritage assets, or to other attractions, where views of the surroundings 

are an important contributor to the experience; 



Communities where views contribute to the landscape setting enjoyed by residents 

in the area; and 

Travellers on road rail or other transport routes where such travel involves 

recognised scenic routes and awareness of views is likely to be heightened”. 

 

Visual receptors that are less susceptible to changes in views and visual amenity include; 

“People engaged in outdoor sport or recreation, which does not involve or depend 

upon appreciation of views of the landscape; and 

People at their place of work whose attention may be focussed on their work or 

activity, not their surroundings and where the setting is not important to the quality 

of working life”. 

 

2. Recognised scenic value of the view (County Development Plan designations, guidebooks, 

touring maps, postcards etc). These represent a consensus in terms of which scenic views 

and routes within an area are strongly valued by the population because in the case of 

County Developments Plans, for example, a public consultation process is required; 

 

3. Views from within highly sensitive landscape areas. Again, highly sensitive landscape 

designations are usually part of a county’s Landscape Character Assessment, which is then 

incorporated within the County Development Plan and is therefore subject to the public 

consultation process. Viewers within such areas are likely to be highly attuned to the 

landscape around them; 

 

4. Primary views from dwellings. A proposed development might be seen from anywhere 

within a particular residential property with varying degrees of sensitivity. Therefore, this 

category is reserved for those instances in which the design of dwellings or housing estates, 

has been influenced by the desire to take in a particular view. This might involve the use of 

a slope or the specific orientation of a house and/or its internal social rooms and exterior 

spaces; 

 

5. Intensity of use, popularity. This relates to the number of viewers likely to experience a view 

on a regular basis and whether this is significant at county or regional scale; 

 



6. Connection with the landscape. This considers whether or not receptors are likely to be 

highly attuned to views of the landscape i.e. commuters hurriedly driving on busy national 

route versus hill walkers directly engaged with the landscape enjoying changing sequential 

views over it; 

  

7. Provision of elevated panoramic views. This relates to the extent of the view on offer and 

the tendency for receptors to become more attuned to the surrounding landscape at 

locations that afford broad vistas; 

 

8. Sense of remoteness and/or tranquillity. Receptors taking in a remote and tranquil scene, 

which is likely to be fairly static, are likely to be more receptive to changes in the view than 

those taking in the view of a busy street scene, for example;  

 

9. Degree of perceived naturalness. Where a view is valued for the sense of naturalness of the 

surrounding landscape it is likely to be highly sensitive to visual intrusion by distinctly 

manmade features; 

 

10. Presence of striking or noteworthy features. A view might be strongly valued because it 

contains a distinctive and memorable landscape feature such as a promontory headland, 

lough or castle; 

 

11. Historical, cultural and / or spiritual significance. Such attributes may be evident or sensed 

by receptors at certain viewing locations, which may attract visitors for the purposes of 

contemplation or reflection heightening the sense of their surroundings;  

 

12. Rarity or uniqueness of the view. This might include the noteworthy representativeness of 

a certain landscape type and considers whether the receptor could take in similar views 

anywhere in the broader region or the country; 

 

13. Integrity of the landscape character. This looks at the condition and intactness of the 

landscape in view and whether the landscape pattern is a regular one of few strongly related 

components or an irregular one containing a variety of disparate components; 

 



14. Sense of place. This considers whether there is special sense of wholeness and harmony at 

the viewing location; and 

 

15. Sense of awe. This considers whether the view inspires an overwhelming sense of scale or 

the power of nature.   

 

Those locations deemed to satisfy many of the above criteria will likely be of higher sensitivity. (No 
relative importance is inferred by the order of listing in Table 5.) Overall sensitivity may result from a 
number of these factors or a strong association with one or two in particular. 
 

1.3.4 Visual Impact Magnitude 
 
The magnitude of visual effects is determined by two factors: the proposal's visual presence (relative 
visual dominance) and its effect on visual amenity. The magnitude of visual impacts is classified in Table 
4. 
 
Table 4 Magnitude of Visual Impact 

Criteria Description 
Very High The proposal intrudes into a large proportion or critical part of the available vista and is without 

question the most noticeable element.  A high degree of visual clutter or disharmony is also 
generated, strongly reducing the visual amenity of the scene. 
 

High The proposal intrudes into a significant proportion or important part of the available vista and 
is one of the most noticeable elements. A considerable degree of visual clutter or disharmony 
is also likely to be generated, appreciably reducing the visual amenity of the scene. 
 

Medium The proposal represents a moderate intrusion into the available vista, is a readily noticeable 
element and/or it may generate a degree of visual clutter or disharmony, thereby reducing the 
visual amenity of the scene. Alternatively, it may represent a balance of higher and lower order 
estimates in relation to visual presence and visual amenity. 
 

Low The proposal intrudes to a minor extent into the available vista and may not be noticed by a 
casual observer and/or the proposal would not have a marked effect on the visual amenity of 
the scene. 
 

Negligible The proposal would be barely discernible within the available vista and/or it would not 
detract from, and may even enhance, the visual amenity of the scene. 
 

 
 



1.3.5 Visual Impact Significance 
 
As stated above, the significance of visual impacts is a function of visual receptor sensitivity and the 
visual impact magnitude. This relationship is expressed in the same significance matrix and applies the 
same EPA definitions of significance as used earlier regarding landscape impacts (Table 3 refers). 
 

1.3.6 Quality and Timescale of Effects 
EPA Guidance for EIAs recommends assessing the significance of landscape and visual effects and 
determining their quality. This could be negative/adverse, neutral, or positive/beneficial. Landscape 
and Visual effects are also categorised according to their duration: 
 

Temporary – Lasting for one year or less; 
Short Term – Lasting one to seven years; 
Medium Term – Lasting seven to fifteen years; 
Long Term – Lasting fifteen years to sixty years; and 
Permanent – Lasting over sixty years. 

 

1.4 EXTENT OF STUDY AREA 
 
From similar studies it is anticipated that the proposed development is likely to be difficult to discern 
beyond approximately 1km and is not likely to give rise to significant landscape or visual impacts 
beyond approximately 2km. In the interests of a comprehensive appraisal, a 3km radius study area 
was selected in this instance (Figure 1 refers). 
 
 



 
Figure 1: Study area map 
  



1.5 LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL POLICY CONTEXT AND DESIGNATIONS 
 

1.5.1 Meath County Development Plan 2021-2027 
 
A landscape character assessment was carried out in 2007 and has been included within Appendix 
A.05 Landscape Character Assessment1 of the current Meath County Development Plan 2021-20272, 
in which the county is divided into four main landscape character types. These are subdivided into 20 
geographically distinct Landscape Character Areas (LCAs). The proposed development is located within 
a ‘Lowland Area’ Landscape Character Type (Type 2) (Figure 2 refers). However, in terms of more-
localised scale LCAs, the site is situated within ‘LCA 6 – Central lowlands’. LCA 6 is identified as having; 
‘High’ Landscape Value; ‘Moderate’ Landscape Sensitivity (Figure 2 and Figure 3 refer), and; ‘Regional’ 
Landscape Importance. Map 4 of the Landscape Character Assessment (Figure 4 refers) indicates 
potential capacity for various development types. LCA 6, in which the site is located, has been 
identified as having a ‘high’ capacity for ‘visitor facilities’, a ‘low-medium’ capacity for wind turbines 
and a ‘medium’ capacity for all types of development. These classifications provide the sense of 
reasonable robustness for this LCA to accommodate various forms of development, including 
alterations to existing industrial and extractive facilities. 
 
The landscape description for this Landscape Character Type includes: 
 

‘The Lowland LCT covers the largest proportion of Meath and, due to the high quality of the 
land, is primarily agricultural. In the south of the County there is an abundance of 18th Century 
demesnes with extensive areas of mixed woodland and parkland bounded by original 
stonewalls, creating an attractive landscape setting for the numerous estate houses. The 
Lowland LCT have been developed more extensively than other LCT’s…’ 

 
There are eight general recommendations for this Landscape Character Type, but none relate to the 
proposed development. 
 
The landscape description for this Landscape Character Area includes: 
 

‘Large lowland landscape area composed of rolling drumlins interspersed with numerous large 
estates and associated parkland. Thick wooded hedgerows, with some conifer plantations, and 
shelterbelts of ash and larch, separate medium to large fields. Deep roadside drainage ditches 
and banked hedgerows are a common feature of the landscape in the enclosed rural road 
corridors. The main transport routes are those radiating from Trim…’ 

 

 
1 https://consult.meath.ie/en/consultation/meath-adopted-county-development-plan/chapter/a05-landscape-
character-assessment 
2 https://consult.meath.ie/en/consultation/meath-adopted-county-development-plan 



There are seven general recommendations for this Landscape Character Area. In terms of relevant 
recommendations, the Co. Meath landscape character assessment states that: 
 

“This LCA is in good condition so the existing methods of managing the rural landscape should 
be maintained. 
Future expansion of settlements should take place in accordance with design guidelines to 
inform layout, scale, detailing, use of materials and location. Also to ensure that the existing 
strong interfaces between urban and rural areas are maintained. 
Maintain the visual quality of the landscape by avoiding development that would adversely 
affect short range views between drumlins.” 

 
Four general objectives are provided concerning landscape in ‘Section 8.17 Landscape3’ of the Meath 
County Development Plan 2021-2027, but none are directly relevant to the proposed development: 
 

HER OBJ 48 - To support the aims and objectives of the European Landscape Convention by 
implementing the relevant objectives and actions of the National Landscape Strategy 2015-
2025 and any revisions thereof. 
HER OBJ 49 - To ensure that the management of development will have regard to the value of 
the landscape, its character, importance, sensitivity and capacity to absorb change as outlined 
in Appendix 5 Meath Landscape Character Assessment and its recommendations. 
HER OBJ 50 - To require landscape and visual impact assessments prepared by suitably 
qualified professionals be submitted with planning applications for development which may 
have significant impact on landscape character areas of medium or high sensitivity. 
HER OBJ 51 - To review and update (if required), in the context of a regional approach to 
landscape assessment, the County Landscape Character Assessment following publication of 
statutory guidelines for Planning Authorities on local Landscape Character Assessments, as 
outlined in the National Landscape Strategy 2015-2025. 

 
Furthermore, there are two policies relating to landscape, one of which relates to the management of 
existing hedgerows, which is of particular relevance to this proposed development as it has been 
designed to avoid impacting existing hedgerows: 
 

HER POL 52 - To protect and enhance the quality, character, and distinctiveness of the 
landscapes of the County in accordance with national policy and guidelines and the 
recommendations of the Meath Landscape Character Assessment (2007) in Appendix 5, to 
ensure that new development meets high standards of siting and design. 
HER POL 53 - To discourage proposals necessitating the removal of extensive amount of trees, 
hedgerows and historic walls or other distinctive boundary treatments. 

 
3https://consult.meath.ie/en/consultation/meath-adopted-county-development-plan/chapter/08-cultural-and-
natural-heritage-strategy 



Figure 2: Excerpt from Meath Landscape Character Assessment, map 1.0 showing the approximate location of 
proposed development in relation to designated landscape character types and landscape character areas.

Figure 3: Excerpt from Meath Landscape Character Assessment, map 2.0 showing the approximate location of 
the proposed development in relation to landscape character areas and associated Value ratings.
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Figure 4: Excerpt from Meath Landscape Character Assessment, map 3.0 showing the approximate location of 
the proposed development in relation to areas of sensitivity.

Figure 5: Excerpt from Meath Landscape Character Assessment, map 4.0 showing the potential capacity for 
development within certain landscape character areas.
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1.5.2 Views of Recognised Scenic Value 
Views of recognised scenic value are primarily indicated within the current and draft Development 
Plans in the context of scenic views/route designations, but they might also be indicated on touring 
maps, guidebooks, roadside rest stops, or postcards that represent the area. 
 

1.5.2.1 County Meath 
Designated scenic Views and Prospects within County Meath are listed in Appendix 10, in Volume 2 
and on Map 8.6 of the Meath County Development Plan. There are two designated scenic viewpoints 
within the study area (Figure 6 refers). 
 
The two designated scenic viewpoints in the study area are View ID no. 78 and View ID no. 51. View 
ID no. 51 is described in the Meath CDP as: ‘R158 between Trim and Laracor’ and the direction of view 
is to the north, but because this view is not orientated towards the proposed development, it will not 
have any potential to be impacted. View ID no. 78 is described in the Meath CDP as: ‘Boyne Valley 
from Derrindaly Bridge’, and the direction of view is to the north and south but the proposed 
development is situated to the east. (This designated scenic viewpoint has been selected as a viewshed 
reference point, VP1 – see Section 4.) 



Figure 6: Excerpt from Meath Landscape Character Assessment, map 8.6 showing designated Views and 
Prospects.
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2 EXISTING ENVIRONMENT 

2.1 LANDSCAPE BASELINE 
The landscape baseline represents the existing landscape context and is the scenario against which 
any changes to the landscape brought about by the proposed development will be assessed. 
 
A description of the landscape context of the proposed development and wider study area is provided 
below under the headings of landform and drainage, vegetation and land use, centres of population 
and houses, transport routes and public amenities and facilities and the site context. Although this 
description forms part of the landscape baseline, many of the landscape elements identified also relate 
to visual receptors, i.e. places and transport routes from which viewers may potentially see the 
proposed development. The visual resource will be described in greater detail in Section 2.2. 
 

2.1.1 Landform and Drainage 
In the overall study area context, this is a gently undulating lowland landscape. The River Boyne runs 
through the study area, first from west to north, before veering in an easterly direction to pass through 
the settlement of Trim, just beyond the study area. The Knightsbrook River forms another valley to the 
southeast of the site. It follows a generally northerly course, passing approximately 1.7km to the 
southeast before converging with the River Boyne further to the northeast. 
 

2.1.2 Vegetation and Land Use 
This is a hinterland landscape with a varied mix of land uses (Figure 7 refers). The predominant land 
use is pastoral farmland, comprising small to medium-sized geometric fields defined by a complex 
network of dense, mature tree-lined hedgerows. The settlement of Trim accounts for the principal 
urban land cover, which includes some significant built-up areas. There is a quarry at Trammon in the 
southern extent of the study area. 
 

2.1.3 Centres of Population and Houses 
The most significant population centre within the study area is Trim, located approximately 2.7km 
northeast of the site. No other notable population centres exist, but a substantial, dispersed rural 
population exists within the study area. These tend to be in the form of linear clusters of dwellings 
along local and regional roads. One such group of dwellings is situated along the R160 regional road a 
short distance to the south of the site (approximately 190m). These are the nearest residents. 
 

2.1.4 Transport Routes 
A handful of regional roads are located within the bounds of the study area, the nearest of which is 
the R160, which passes to the south of the site and is oriented in a southwest-northeast direction. The 
R161 diverges from the R160 just south of Trim, heading in a southerly direction approximately 1.5km 



to the north of the site. Also running parallel to the R160, the R159 makes its way through the 
southwestern extents of the study area. 
 

2.1.5 Tourism, Heritage and Recreational Amenities 
The study area’s most important tourism and heritage feature is the River Boyne, which is also well 
known among anglers for its salmon fishing. Two golf courses are also located within the study area, 
including the extensive recreational areas encompassed by the County Meath Golf Club and the South 
Meath Golf Club golf courses, which are located adjacent to the southwest and northeast of the site. 
Otherwise, recreational opportunities are limited to sports grounds near Trim and walking or cycling 
on the public road network. 
 

2.1.6 Conservation Interests 
Boyne River is a Special Area Conservation SAC and a proposed Natural Heritage Area (pNHA). No other 
ecological designations were identified. 
 
 

 
Figure 7: Aerial view showing the application site boundary (red line) and the immediate landscape context 
(Google Earth Pro). 
 
 



2.2 VISUAL BASELINE 
Only those parts of the receiving environment that potentially afford views of the proposed 
development are of concern to this section of the assessment. A computer-generated Zone of 
Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) map has been prepared to illustrate where the proposed development is 
potentially visible. The ZTV map is based solely on terrain data (bare ground visibility) and ignores 
features such as trees, hedges or buildings, which may screen views. Given the complex vegetation 
patterns within this landscape, the main value of this form of ZTV mapping is to determine those parts 
of the landscape from which the proposed development will not be visible due to terrain screening 
within the 3km study area. It allows further focused investigation of the areas from which the 
proposed development may potentially be visible and determines the actual extent of visibility which 
is available in reality. It is the proposed PV panel array only that is the subject of this ZTV analysis. 
 
 

 
Figure 8: Standard (bare-ground) ZTV map (excluding all existing vegetation and man-made features). 



 
The proposed towers will be the highest structure of the development, at 16.25 m above the 
underlying terrain. The most important point regarding this ‘bare-ground’ ZTV map is that it is 
theoretical. 
 
The following key points are illustrated by the ‘bare-ground’ ZTV map (see Figure 8 above): 
 

The low-lying terrain within the application site and study area means there is theoretical 
potential for views of the proposed development from many areas within the study area, 
which is indicated by the yellow-coloured ZTV pattern that occurs throughout the study area. 
 
There is no potential for visibility of the proposed development from the locations where the 
yellow-coloured ZTV pattern is absent. Such low lying hollows are dotted sporadically across 
the study area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3 MITIGATION AND RESTORATION MEASURES 

In this instance, the main mitigation measure employed is 'mitigation by avoidance'. The siting of the 
proposed Fosterstown Distribution Station is in a robust and well-contained rural area that also avails 
of both terrain and hedgerow screening such that the scheme will not be prominent within the 
surrounding landscape. Retention of existing hedgerow boundaries within and around the site also 
prevents a sense of ambivalence, aids visual screening, and maintains the existing field pattern. In this 
respect, the proposed Fosterstown Distribution Station is not perceived to impose itself on the existing 
landscape pattern. 
 
In addition to retaining the existing hedgerows around the site, it is also proposed to bolster existing 
perimeter hedgerows with under-planting and inter-planting of whip transplants to ensure dense and 
consistent site screening in perpetuity (Figure 9 refers). Whip species will be selected to complement 
the existing broadleaf hedgerow species mix around the site and will be of local provenance. A new 
hedgerow is proposed outside the palisade security fence that encloses the main substation. This 
planting will be allowed to mature up to a maintained height of 3-4m to further enhance and aid in 
screening the proposed development when viewed from nearby dwellings and roads. Some native 
trees are proposed across the site and a grassland/meadow management protocol is proposed in the 
undeveloped portions of the site. The mitigation measures are indicated on the Landscape Mitigation 
Plan (Appendix H). 
 
 

 
Figure 9: Indicative boundary planting detail showing the approach to inter-planting and under-plating of 
existing hedgerows TYPE 1 (where indicated). 
 
 
A native hedgerow will be planted (‘Type 2,’ as per below) to enclose the main substation. 
 
 



 
Figure 10: Indicative boundary planting (‘Type 2’ in the Landscape Mitigation Plans) showing the approach for 
new sections of hedgerow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4 IDENTIFICATION OF VIEWSHED REFERENCE POINTS AS A BASIS FOR 
ASSESSMENT 

 
Viewshed Reference Points (VRP’s) are the locations used to study the visual impacts of a proposal in 
detail. It is not warranted to include each and every location that provides a view of development as this 
would result in an unwieldy report and make it extremely difficult to draw out the key impacts arising 
from the proposed development. Instead, the selected viewpoints are intended to reflect various 
receptor types, distances and angles. The visual impact of a proposed development is assessed by Macro 
Works using up to six categories of receptor type as listed below: 
 

Key Views (from features of national or international importance);  
Designated Scenic Routes and Views; 
Local Community views; 
Centres of Population;  
Major Routes; and 
Amenity and heritage features. 

 
VRP’s might be relevant to more than one category and this makes them even more valid for inclusion 
in the assessment. The receptors intended to be represented by a particular VRP are listed at the 
beginning of each viewpoint appraisal. 

The Viewshed Reference Points selected in this instance are set out in the Table 5 and Figure 11 below. 

Table 5 Outline Description of Selected Viewshed Reference Points (VRPs) 

VRP No. Location 
Direction 
of View 

VP1 Local road, Derryinydaly SE 

VP2 R161 regional road, Newtownmoynagh SE 

VP3 R160 regional road, Kennastown SW 

VP4 R160 regional road, Carberrystown NE 

 



 
Figure 11: Viewpoint location map. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5 IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

5.1 LANDSCAPE IMPACT 

5.1.1 Landscape Value and Sensitivity 
Landscape value and sensitivity are considered with the several factors highlighted in the Guidelines 
for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 2013, which are set out below and discussed relative to 
the application site and study area. 
 
This area of gently undulating terrain between the Boyne and Knightsbrook River valleys. Whilst the 
landscape character of the site and its immediate environs is predominantly rural, in the broader 
context, this is a hinterland landscape consisting of various land uses and supporting a reasonably 
dense rural population. The southern outskirts of Trim consist of industrial and residential estates and 
golf courses, with major routes that converge on the settlement. Whilst the golf courses and urban 
fringe housing developments borrow rural amenity from the neighbouring landscape context, this is 
principally a working landscape, where values are generally associated with rural productivity and 
subsistence of the farming lifestyle. 
 
The settlement of Trim and its immediate environs have a strong sense of heritage, with the Boyne 
Valley and Trim Castle adding to the sense of place and association with other heritage assets within 
this iconic river corridor. However, it is important to note that the proposed development site lies 
outside the Boyne River valley. It occurs in an area categorised as LCA 6 ‘Central lowlands’ in the 
Landscape Character Assessment of County Meath. LCA 6 has been given a ‘moderate’ landscape 
sensitivity in the Landscape Character Assessment. 
 
Based on the reasons outlined above, the study area encompasses a robust landscape context that is 
already influenced by the settlement of Trim. The Landscape Character Assessment of County Meath 
identifies LCA 6 as being of ‘regional’ landscape importance but the receiving landscape of the 
proposed development is not considered highly rare or distinctive on a local, regional, or national level. 
 
Whilst it is acknowledged that the Boyne River Valley has a greater level of sensitivity, the site’s 
landscape context is considered to be that of a more typical rural hinterland. Therefore, on the balance 
of these factors and following the criteria outlined in Table 1.1, the landscape sensitivity is deemed to 
be Medium. 
 

5.1.2 Magnitude of Landscape Effects 
Site activity will be much higher during the proposed development's construction and decommissioning 
phases than during the operational phase. Both are assessed. 
 



5.1.2.1 Construction Stage 
Access to the site will be via the R160 regional road, requiring the removal of up to 50 meters of 
roadside vegetation on the north side of the road to facilitate the full extent of the proposed site 
entrance and its associated sightlines. Trenches will be excavated to install conductors below ground 
from the R160 to the main substation. The physical impact of the trench on the landscape will be 
modest. Impacts on land cover for this off-road portion of underground cable will be limited to a 
narrow swathe where some grassland and hedgerow vegetation must be removed. These impacts will 
not materially affect the study area’s landscape fabric or character. While construction activity may 
temporarily alter the landscape character locally, these changes will be transitory. Open-cut trenching 
will remove localised vegetation, but the route has been selected to keep this to a necessary minimum 
and healthy mature trees will be preserved wherever possible. Trenches will be backfilled and will 
form the route of the site access track, resulting in a permanent but localised change. 
 
During the Construction Phase, physical landscape impacts will occur at the site of the proposed 110kV 
Substation. These impacts will result from the disturbance of landform and land cover due to the 
erection of various structures, buildings, and access roads. The construction activities at the main 
substation will commence with temporary site perimeter fencing. Subsoil excavation will be necessary 
for the foundations of buildings within the proposed substation site. Given that this is a gently 
undulating site, significant modification or redistribution of subsoil material is not anticipated to 
accommodate access road gradients or building ground levels. The earthworks have been designed to 
balance excavated materials, optimising the use of topsoil and minimising the physical impact. 
 
In addition to the permanent physical disturbance, there will be temporary effects on the landscape 
character of the site and its immediate surroundings during construction. This will be due to the 
intensity of construction activities, including the movement of heavy vehicles. A temporary 
construction compound will house site welfare facilities, vehicle parking, and storage areas for 
excavated earth and building materials. Tower cranes and partially completed structures will be more 
visible than surface-level construction activities and characteristic of this phase. These activities 
represent a notable increase in baseline activity levels for this rural site. 
 
The construction activities will be relatively modest in scale and ‘temporary’ in duration. While there 
will be a noticeable increase in activity from workers and construction machinery, few visual receptors 
will be located near the works. Nevertheless, the construction phase may temporarily impact 
landscape character due to heavy machinery movement, excavation and stockpiling of soil, and the 
temporary storage of construction materials. 
 
Based on the above reasons, the magnitude of construction stage landscape effects is deemed 
Medium within the site's immediate surrounds. However, this quickly reduces to Low and Negligible 
in the study area’s wider surroundings where construction activity's visibility is likely to be very limited. 
 



5.1.3 Significance of Construction Phase Landscape Effect 
With a Medium magnitude of impact combined with the Medium landscape sensitivity judgement 
outlined above, the significance of construction stage impacts is deemed to be Moderate within the 
site's immediate surroundings (refer to Table 3). However, this quickly reduces to Moderate-slight and 
Imperceptible within the wider study area, where construction activities will not be discernible. The 
quality of the construction stage effects will be Negative. 
 
The construction phase is likely to take less than 52 weeks to complete. Construction-related effects are 
brief in nature and will only result in ‘Temporary’ landscape and visual impacts. 
 

5.1.3.1 Operational Stage 
There will be permanent physical changes to the land cover within the site, which will not be easily 
reversible. These changes relate to the excavation required for the foundations of the proposed 110kV 
substation compound. The proposed towers will reach a maximum height of approximately 19.25 
meters, and the proposed 110 kV GIS will be 12 meters high. The development will result in the loss of 
productive agricultural farmland, replaced by electrical infrastructure.  
 
Due to its relative height and bulk compared to other surface-level features within the site, the 
proposed 110kV substation compound has the potential to impact the landscape character. The 
primary effect will be an increased sense of industrialisation within the predominantly rural setting. 
The development involves adding electrical infrastructure and a new and unfamiliar land use. Once 
fully constructed, the development will notably increase the intensity of electrical infrastructure in the 
immediate surroundings. Still, given the context of the receiving landscape, it will not appear 
inappropriate or incongruous. From a landscape character perspective, the proposed 110kV 
Substation compound will increase the degree of industrialisation within the landscape but only to a 
limited extent. It will not significantly alter the wider landscape setting, which is already marked by 
various productive land uses and infrastructure. 
 
The proposed underground cable will occur within the proposed site access track to minimise physical 
impacts on the landscape. Because it will not materially rise above the existing terrain, it will not have 
the potential to result in any notable adverse impacts on the physical landscape or landscape character 
within the receiving landscape. The new section of the internal site access track above the 
underground cable will resemble other farm tracks commonly found in this rural area. These features 
will not result in any material impact on the landscape. 
 
Based on the factors discussed above, the operational phase magnitude of landscape impact is 
considered Medium-low within the immediate vicinity of the site (being those lands contained within 
approximately 1km). Thereafter, the magnitude of landscape impact is deemed to reduce as it 
becomes a progressively smaller component of the overall landscape fabric. It is considered that the 
impact will be Negative. 
 



5.1.4 Significance of Operational Phase Landscape Effect 
With reference to the significance graph (Table 3 refers) above, the Medium landscape sensitivity 
judgement attributed to the study area, coupled with a Medium-low magnitude of operational stage 
landscape impact, is considered to result in an overall significance of no greater than Moderate-slight. 
Operational-related effects will result in ‘Permanent’ landscape and visual impacts. 
 

5.2 VISUAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
 

5.2.1 Sensitivity of Visual Receptors 
 
Views of the agricultural landscape are generally pleasant because of its ‘green’, settled working 
character. The network of hedgerows and vegetation throughout it contributes to a sense of 
naturalness. Combined with its gently undulating topography, it generates a high degree of 
containment in many locations. 
 
However, while the agricultural context forms the primary landscape and visual experience, the site’s 
local landscape is interrupted by existing electrical infrastructure traversing the landscape. Indeed, all 
parts of this landscape, including those areas in agricultural use, demonstrate longstanding human 
intervention in the landscape. 
 
VP1 and VP2 are located in the Boyne Valley, and VP1 is located at a designated scenic viewpoint 
associated with the Derrinydaly Bridge over the River Boyne. The Boyne Valley is a sensitive landscape 
area, and the scenic designation recognises the scenic quality in that portion of the western extents of 
the study area. Otherwise, the integrity and quality of landscape features are not considered to 
contribute to or generate any specific scenic value in most of the study area. Consequently, other 
views towards the site are not considered unique or form a core part of any key views. 
 
Key differentials in terms of visual receptor sensitivity relate to the occupation of the visual receptor 
and the distance at which views are obtained. Static residential receptors are generally more 
susceptible to changes in views than those where views are experienced transiently by those travelling 
through the landscape. Likewise, receptors located in closer proximity to the site are considered more 
susceptible to changes in views than those where views are experienced at a distance. 
 
In the context of this site, visual receptors are generally considered to be Medium-low sensitivity (e.g. 
VP3 and VP4), but this increases to Medium and High-medium upon approach to the River Boyne from 
the site (VP2 and VP1, respectively). 
 
Table 6 shows the sensitivity at each of the selected viewshed reference points using the criteria set 
out in Section 1.3.3. 
 



5.2.2 Magnitude of Visual Effects 
 
Photomontages of the proposed development aid the assessment of visual impacts at each of the 
selected viewpoints. Photomontages are a ‘photo-real’ depiction of the scheme within the view 
utilising a rendered three-dimensional model of the development, which has been geo-referenced to 
allow accurate placement and scale. For each viewpoint, the following images have been produced; 
 

1. Existing view; 
2. Outline view (yellow outline showing the extent of the above-ground elements of the 

proposed development overlaid on the photography); 
3. Montage view; and 
4. Mitigated view (where visible). 
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6 CONCLUSION 

Regarding landscape impacts, the proposed development is considered to have a relatively modest 
physical impact on the site as the substation is contained within the existing hedgerow network, and 
the proposed development will result in only very minor areas of permanent hedgerow removal to 
facilitate the site access road and the underground cable. Concerning landscape character, even 
though the proposed development will appear marginally incongruous in this landscape context, the 
proposed development is thematically linked to the existing development trends within the hinterland 
landscape of the study area. Indeed, it is likely to be perceived as an evolution of the existing electrical 
overhead line that passes through the study area. This is a productive rural landscape with associated 
landscape values, and whilst the proposed development may alter the ‘landscape fabric’ of the area, 
it does not markedly affect the prevailing landscape pattern or predominantly working rural landscape 
character of the area. This is considered an appropriately sited development in a robust landscape 
context. Consequently, the impact on landscape character (post-construction) will be of Moderate-
slight significance and a Negative quality with a Permanent duration. 

Visual impacts were assessed at four viewshed reference point locations, representing various viewing 
distances, angles and receptor types. The visual receptor sensitivity judgements ranged from High-
medium to Medium-low. The overall significance of visual impacts was ‘Slight’ at the nearest viewshed 
reference point (VP4) significance, with a Negative quality with a Permanent duration. At all the other 
viewshed reference points, the impact was deemed to be ‘Imperceptible’ (VP1 to VP3). This is 
principally a consequence of the high degree of existing screening located within the intervening low-
lying landscape, which heavily reduces the visual exposure of the proposed development.  

Based on the landscape and visual impact judgements provided throughout this LVIA, the proposed 
development is not considered to give rise to any significant landscape and visual impacts. 

6.1 OVERALL SIGNIFICANCE OF IMPACT 
Based on the landscape and visual impact judgements provided throughout this LVIA, the proposed 
Fosterstown Distribution Station development at Trim, County Meath is not considered to give rise to 
any significant landscape or visual impacts. 



Appendix H – Landscape Mitigation Plan 


